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THE TELLTALE
SMOOTH SAILING SINCE 1956

COMMODORE'S COLUMN

Voyage to Nowhere

Pick your movie title: Voyage of the Damned, Voyage to the Underworld, Cosmic
Voyage, Lost Voyage, Doomsday Voyage, Deadly Voyage, Fantastic Voyage,
Impossible Voyage, Last Voyage, Long Voyage Home, Voyage in Time, Voyage to the
Bottom of the Sea, Ghost Voyage, Voyage of Terror, Voyage that Shook the World,
Final Voyage, Not Wanted Voyage, Voyage to Nowhere or any on a long list of
French-titled voyage films, and the strange trip we took this year was more bizarre
than any B movie, more whacked than the Dead would ever sing.
"What a long, strange trip it's been." For those too young to know, or too old to
remember, those are lyrics from a Grateful Dead song. Another line in the song
goes - “Living on reds, vitamin C and cocaine” Who knows, that just might be the
magic recipe to fight Covid. Or maybe a great name for a new boat?
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Anyway, the lake level is at 400’ – which is “officially” the end of our sailing season,
as if we need to mark such an occasion, this year.
The marks and club boats have been pulled, the only thing left on the calendar is
the Annual Awards Banquet on Saturday, November 14th. Once again, Covid-19 is
the spoiler as we cannot hold it in person. So, in keeping with this bad trip, we will
hold a virtual banquet. Prepare to get high for one evening, to see all your sailing
buddies and share sea stories, or the lack thereof, by ZOOM. An invite will be in
your inbox, momentarily.
Hopefully members have seen Stacy Werder’s email. The Club has decided to
invite participants to order baskets of wine and cheese, beer and cheese or a nonalcoholic basket to be delivered by the meeting time to share virtually during the
banquet. We call it a virtual kegger.
The banquet agenda begins with a meet & greet where we will briefly cover how
everyone is doing.
Then, I will review the top finishers of the races that we did manage to hold,
followed by the Service Awards. By this time, you should have finished the wine and
beer and be ready to get down to business with officers’ reports and nominations
and election of the 2021 board of directors (see current nominations, below).
We will close with a “The Price is Right” game instead of the normal raffle. Each
family is requested to donate a prize, hold it up to the camera (or a picture if
ordered online) and everyone else will take turns guessing the retail price or what
you imagine it to be. Whomever comes closest without going over wins that prize.
Prizes can be left in the clubhouse for pickup. Prizes can be whatever, although
nautical is always a hit.
2021 board nominations
• Commodore - Kerry Johnson
• Vice Commodore – Rob Cram
• Rear Commodore – Phil Hodgson
• Membership - Mark Erdrich
• Secretary - Mark Erdrich
• Treasurer - Scott Fredrickson
• Director at Large – Garth Reynolds
• Director at Large – John Poimiroo
• Staff Commodore - Mark Werder
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Non-board positions:
• Hospitality Chair – Stacy Werder
• Telltale Editor – John Poimiroo
• Webmaster - Jeff Nelson
I’m really looking forward to next year. Really looking forward. In fact, if anyone
can suggest a way to skip November and December (other than the Annual
Banquet), please email me.
As long as local Covid restrictions don’t get worse, the Club anticipates holding all
its normal racing programs in 2021, with the exception of Camellia Cup (which is on
hold, pending improved control of the virus). You guys have been amazing. You all
adhered to the safety rules we put in place for the few 2020 races we were able to
hold. So, hopefully, if we do the same, we'll be able to get back to sailing as usual.
We’ll just have to see how things shake out before we can get back to having postrace dock parties.
And, if our country can get Covid-19 under control and restrictions are further
lifted, I believe we can hold Cam Cup as well. Regardless, we will move forward
with planning the regatta.
Stay safe on this voyage, my friends. 2021 can’t get here soon enough!
— Kerry
Competitor Clothing and Equipment – Rule 43.1 (The Racing Rules of Sailing for
2017-2020)
(a) Competitors shall not wear or carry clothing or equipment for the purpose of
increasing their weight.
(b) Furthermore, a competitor's clothing and equipment shall not weigh more than 8
kilograms, excluding a hiking or trapeze harness and clothing (including footwear) worn
only below the knee. Class rules or sailing instructions may specify a lower weight or a
higher weight up to 10 kilograms. Class rules may include footwear and other clothing
worn below the knee within that weight. A hiking or trapeze harness shall have positive
bouyancy and shall not weigh more than 2 kilograms, except that class rules may
specify a higher weight up to 4 kilograms. Weights shall be determined as required by
Appendix H.
Several club members have petitioned the Vice Commodore to amend Rule 43.1a in
future sailing instructions, so that they can claim at post-race dock parties that they
haven't gained weight and that the appearance of added weight is just the
consequence of Rule 43.1a being modified in the sailing instructions. At press, the
modification was still being considered.
Folsom Lake Yacht Club
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The Vice Commodore has announced, however, that in 2021 competitors will be
required to remove clothing when the Race Committee determines the clothing
appears to exceed the 8 kilogram limit allowed by Rule 43.1b. An area inside the
clubhouse will be curtained so that competitors have a private area to remove their
clothing, including underwear, until it is weighed. Social distancing will apply. To allow
time for all clothing to be weighed, competitors are asked to arrive an hour before the
skipper's meeting for all 2021 series races and regattas.
A revision to FLYC sailing instructions, modifying standing Rule 41.3b, now specifies
types of footwear that can no longer be worn while sailing, including cowboy sandal
boots (at left), cloven hoof shoes (at right) and Crocs.

The Vice Commodore determined that wearing of these types of footwear by
competitors has created too great a distraction, which has resulted in several right of
way-related collisions. And, of course we need not remind FLYC members of the
unfortunate incident, a video of which was posted on Sailing Anarchy, that occurred
during the Governor's Cup last year in which a bowman, who was wearing cloven hoof
shoes, slipped off a Santana 20 and had the indignity of having to ride out that race on
the foredeck of a Laser.
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DUFFY’S ADVENTURES

# 9 – FIRE ONE! - 5/99
Orange flame and grey smoke etched a jagged line across the cerulean heavens of Southern California as the
Navy’s newest Boeing cruise missile arced its path toward the bright red target on Duffy Langford’s sail
moving slowly across the horizon.
Master Chief Fire Control Technician Don T. Missalot, USN, was the kind of dry professional Tom Clancy
writes a thousand pages about, but then Clancy writes a thousand words about anything.
Apogee and Perogee. To anyone else they were technical terms. To Master Chief Petty Officer Missalot, they
were the names of his twin teenage daughters who at the time were at the beach catching some rays.
“Not much of a signature… moving kinda slow and eratic,” Missalot ruminated to himself as the green glow of
the NTDS reflected across his face, “not gonna be easy to hit, especially if the brass throw us a glitch.”
“BUT THAT’S WHAT WE LIKE, ISN’T IT BOYS!” Missalot stood erect and shouted, startling his crew from
their silent concentration.
The FTs had become used to almost all Missalot’s eccentricities but were still spooked by his outbursts. At
least one had worried that the Master Chief might yell once too suddenly and cause a jumpy seaman to hammer
a button, causing a trident to launch toward Milpitas.
On the horizon, Duffy watched as the missile lifted from Vandenberg, arced, and maneuvered as it recognized
its location and searched for the target.
Moments before, Missalot had painted Duffy’s sail with a super-secret, curvature-hugging laser beam that
memorized the image of the symbol on Duffy’s sail. The Boeing CM 888 would supposedly track that image
up to 2,000 miles, regardless of course or speed.
“Fireworks!? Independence Day is still two months away,” Duffy thought as the CM 888 gained speed.
“Zizz-zizz-zizz-zizz,” the CM 888 whirred as it flew toward the Banshee. “Damn, I love fireworks,” Duffy
thought to himself while standing to see the explosion of sparkles that would surely delight everyone ashore and
our erstwhile hero who is sailing his Banshee to New Zealand to see the America’s Cup.
On shore, Apogee and Perogee sat up from their beach towels and shaded their eyes as they watched the missile
fly away from Vandenberg AFB. “Dad’s blowing things up again,” one of the two thought.
It happens. Design flaws. That’s why Boeing tests these things. Unfortunately, the best of their engineers in
Seattle had long ago been hired by Bill Gates to program Explorer 5.0. And none of those remaining had
considered that an image, once painted, could change shape so immediately and drastically.
The CM 888 was, after all, an after-market version of the TLAM, BLAM and SLAM, Boeing’s hit parade of
tank busters, bridge busters and ship busters, and was a ‘90s kinda weapon… quick, but so smart it was stupid.
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As Duffy stood, the image seen by the missile changed and the CM 888 concluded “evasion” and looked for the
evader.
It found it in the shape of a freighter bearing rice cakes from Long Beach to Osaka, that was moving slowly,
1,999 miles offshore. The large, similarly shaped circular logo of Nutsu Corp. painted on the ship’s hull
satisfied the CM 888’s Pentium X and the missile turned smoothly over the Banshee and headed out to sea.
“Nice movement, but not much sparkle,” Duffy said disappointedly.
Missalot and his crew stared in disbelief as their arrow turned and flew out of sight, disregarding further
instructions.
At that moment in the wardroom of the freighter, the ship’s captain was retelling the story of how Tiger Wood’s
ball had landed on the bridge, before bouncing out of his grasp. His officers bent over their rice bowls, thinking
to themselves, “Nutsu sure knows how to pick them.”
The Los Angeles Times had a field day and the President had a lot of explaining to do. Boeing sent a new 777
to the Emperor to serve as Nippon One. And Duffy, well he arrived in Santa Monica on May 5 unaware of the
international incident.
It was Cinco de Mayo and the Archdiocese of Los Angeles had planned a blessing of the boats. As Duffy sailed
toward the Santa Monica pier, between boats dressed in green, white and red bunting many of which were
draped in the national flag of Mexico, the strains of Mariachi echoing across the bay, Duffy smiled and thought
to himself, “Now, we’re moving! I’m already in Mexico!”

# 10 – AT SEA, AT LAST - 6/99
Duffy Langford surprised all attendees at the Banshee Pool Party by attending and regaling them with stories of
his epic voyage to New Zealand to see the America’s Cup.
Just a day before, he was the toast of Panama City and from the reports on CBS Evening News, none of the
members of Fleet One imagined that he might make the party. But, as it turns out, the Panamanian government
flew him back to California, in gratitude for the boost he’d given Panamanian tourism.
This came about by an unfortunate incident.
It seems that while sailing down the coast of Mexico, Duffy’s sail became soiled when a disoriented flock of
pelicans tried to land on the Prudential Life symbol emblazoned on it. The resulting stain appeared to many
along the Mexican, Guatemalan, El Salvadoran, Nicaraguan and Panamanian coasts to be the likeness of the
Virgin of Matagulpa (a Central American maid who was recently beatified for her chastity). The stain attracted
growing thousands in each port of call along the coast.
Duffy, not realizing the promotional potential of this coincidence, at first protested that a virgin had ever been
on his boat, but when he finally understood the celebrity value of the image, he decided to play along.
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By the time he reached Panama City, pilgrims were traveling days through the forest (some on hands and knees)
to catch a glimpse of his famous sail. The atmosphere was electric in Panama City when he finally arrived,
causing the local government to grant Duffy’s any wish (which, of course, was to attend the pool party).
After returning to Panama from California, Duffy realized that the adoration had simply got out of hand. The
all-night singing was finally the final straw. Duffy removed the sail early one morning, untied and sailed
quietly from Panama.
Jim Moodie called at deadline from his stint on radio watch to report that Duffy is now clear of the coast and
sailing toward the Galapagos Islands.

# 11 – A GOOD NIGHT'S REST - 7/99
Update: a Japanese maritime board of inquiry has exonerated Captain Torigoe Sa Ling of the loss of the Sushi
Maru, following the unfortunate cruise missile mishap off Vandenberg AFB, as previously reported in Banshee
Beat.
Captain Sa Ling has been given command of the Sushi Maru’s sister ship, Sashimi Maru, which has been
recently reconfigured from squid carrier to cruise ship. Other than for the lingering stench of seafood that
seems to permeate the ship’s compact staterooms, the Sashimi Maru is a masterpiece of marine engineering and
joins sister vessels Tempura Maru, Teriaki Maru and Yakitori Maru as flag ship of Nutsu Corp.’s first venture
into the cruise line industry.
However, because its ships smell from years of hauling squid parts and because the other popular ports of call
(the Caribbean and Mediterranean) are pretty much locked up by the larger cruise lines, Nutsu has had to limit
its market to cruise passengers who have lost their sense of smell or who can’t afford too many port calls.
The Sashimi Maru’s maiden voyage will take her to Auckland, NZ to participate in the opening ceremonies for
the America’s Cup trials, after a stop at Pitcairn Island.
At sea for more than a year now, Duffy Langford’s Banshee is sailing at a remarkable pace on its way to New
Zealand to the America’s Cup. He even had time to stop at the fabled Easter Islands, where colossal stone
heads stand along its shores.
Dave Strain was on radio watch when Duffy relayed how carelessly the Chilean government has maintained this
national – nay, world – treasure. Dave says Duffy was surprised that the big heads were left, “leaning this way
and that, why I hardly touched one of them and they fell like a row of dominoes.”
Duffy also reports that the man overboard training provided to him by Charles Witcher (Fleet One’s recognized
authority on falling overboard) proved invaluable recently near Pitcairn Island when a foul-smelling cruise ship
nearly swamped his boat as it swerved to avoid Duffy then ran aground on a reef.
It wasn’t just the Fall Regatta that brought New Zealander Gary Hack to Folsom Lake this past month. It seems
New Zealand’s America’s Cup organizing committee saw the Fall Regatta (the world’s largest Banshee race –
at least for the moment) as an opportunity to appeal to other Fleet One members to convince Duffy Langford to
abort his voyage to New Zealand before he arrives in Auckland.
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The New Zealand committee (avid sailors that they are) has been following reports of Duffy’s adventures, as
even the most innocuous sailing news down under makes page one. As a result, innumerable Kiwi game
wardens, ecologists, millennium scare mongers and historic preservationists, not to mention the head of the
Jacques Cousteau Society in Whangarei, had appealed to the New Zealand Ministry of the Interior to do
something in advance of Duffy’s arrival. However, after spending two days on Folsom Lake racing with Fleet
One, Hack returned to New Zealand convinced it’s impossible to reason with Banshee sailors.

The Lido Line
Did you see the Craig's List ad for a red Lido? Only $1,500 and you could own California's finest double-handed
dinghy in a growing Lido fleet on Folsom Lake. ... I know. A bit off the top, but heck, it's a good price and the boat
has new sails. The sails would cost as much, alone.
Since the last bit of news, I've taken reins of Lido Fleet 8 and have promised to pass on news to skippers, but not to
reinvent the wheel, a venerable wheel, at that.
Steve Galeria has now taken possession of a Lido, which he describes as a very good boat. We plan to do some
side by side training and invite other Lidos to join us. Email me.
Believe it or not, there's one last race in 2020 ... Turkey Shoot will occur at the Port of Sacramento turning basin
(Lake Washington on Saturday, Nov. 7. The regatta is being split into three starting groups (noon, 1 p.m. and 2
p.m.). Regrettably, I can't get there in time for any of the starts, as I'll be filming a Veterans Day ceremony in
Placerville to be streamed and broadcast on Nov. 11. Don't let the lack of one boat keep you from sailing your Lido,
representing FLYC and bringing home a bird.
The 2021 Lido Class Championships will occur July 20, 21 and 22 in Mission Bay (San Diego). The Mission Bay
YC promises a fun race and has invited all Lido skippers to come sail at any of their events, prior to the
championships.
John Poimiroo
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Catalina Chatter
www.catalina22fleet4.org
Kevin Clancy, Fleet 4 Captain
kclan12@gmail.com
‘Rules of the Road’ or ‘Highway to the Danger Zone’
Mike Rayfuse, Racing Chair
Sirius, Catalina 22 #3088
mrehfus@surewest.net
Credit Kenny Loggins for the lyrics, but there are no ‘highways’ on the water. ‘Lanes’ yes, but no highways. But
there is a ‘danger zone’.
You probably know about port/starboard and the ‘give way’ boat, but one applies to racing sailboats, the other
more to power boats. What they have in common though is that the green running light is fundamentally a goahead to the other guy. In power boating, the boat on your starboard bow has right-of-way, (he sees your green
light); likewise, when racing to weather, if you can see the green light-lit or not, then you are on starboard and
have right-of-way. But this is not about the right-of-way boat; in fact, I’m talking about the guy on port.
In racing, you want to maximize your advantage at all times, so judging (near) collision courses is important when
on port. Can you cross ahead, or do you duck his/her stern? The trick is looking at the bearing rate of the other
guy.
In a small lake situation where you can see the shoreline behind your opponent, you watch the shore and the other
boat to see which way the relative motion is going. If buildings or trees are appearing ahead of the boat, then
you’re “making trees” and his relative bearing is moving aft; you ‘may’ cross ahead. If losing trees, then he will
‘probably’ cross ahead. However, if the scenery isn’t moving then you’re in the ‘danger zone’. Of course, this
all actually goes both ways – right-of-way or not. Maybe that port tack boat does not see you yet!
In a larger open bay or not near land, you may be making clouds, but the clouds move – so get a compass bearing
and keep track of that bearing. The zero-bearing rate means a possible collision, and until closer you need to
consider tacking on his lee bow, ducking as close as is safe, or tacking now to avoid the ‘danger zone’. Watching
the bearing rate is useful even when on the same tack, as making trees is good but losing trees may indicate
tacking is a good option. Get over to where his pressure is at.
Bearing rate predetermines many decisions. Other examples are looking at buoys vs. the background to determine
if you are on the layline to the mark. Also, if a current is setting you above or below your desired course.
In summary, the bearing rate determines the DANGER ZONE.
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Shooting Star Cruise Report - Union Valley Reservoir
Susan & Steve Patchett, Cruise Leaders
Librium, Catalina 22
susanpatchett2@gmail.com
The Shooting Star Cruise was Friday, August 14th - Sunday, 16th. The cruise was a lot of fun, the water was
warm, the wind was great, and we had the largest group this year. There were six boats on the lake from the club.
We rafted up in a cove on Friday night, and I saw a shooting star and that was quite exciting. Also, we saw a
satellite moving across the dark sky and the milky way. Every year it seems the lake doesn't have much wind in
the morning, but the afternoon is great. It was a fun cruise and hopefully we can have more participation next
year.

Steve Patchett enjoying a refreshing swim.

Roy and Noreen Moore aboard Barca a Vela.

Kevin Clancy serenading Susan & Monte Whitefield.
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New Melones Cruise Report
Roy Moore, Cruise Leader
Barca a Vela, Catalina 25
roymoore925@gmail.com

Map of a good anchorage (hopefully accurate).

Rich & Carolyn Mason with Gary Preston.

5 sailboats in parking lot: 2 leaving, and 3 arriving.

One of the islands to beach the boat and check out.

Steve Patchett handling windy afternoon.

Eagles nest on an old power pole.
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the 2020 flyc virtual annual banquet
The 2020 FLYC Annual Awards Banquet will occur Sat., Nov. 14 at 7 p.m. and - appropriately during
the year of Covid-19 - it will happen virtually, by video conference call. Details for the online party will
be sent to those who RSVP, a week prior to the event.
In keeping with FLYC's commitment to fun, classy events, this one will be one for the ages which we'll
all be talking about for years to come. "Remember back in 2020 when we ..."
To set the stage, everyone will party on from before their monitor, while exchanging sea stories and
enjoying a beverage and snacks. Three party packages are available to choose from: Red Wine
Countryside Gift Basket ($39.99), Microbrew Beer Bucket ($29.99), the non-alcoholic Gourmet Meat
and Cheese Sampler ($27.99) or put together your own party goodies.

Festivities include a "The Price is Right" game, in lieu of a raffle, in which attendees present a gift
(nautical ones are best) and participants bid he/she closest to the actual price wins the prize to be left
in the clubhouse following the banquet.
Payment for gift baskets may be made by check, cash, Venmo, App or Square.
P.O. Box 156, Folsom, CA 95763
Folsom Lake Yacht Club
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