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THE TELLTALE
SMOOTH SAILING SINCE 1956

Sunken

Season

In late March, Governor Gavin Newsom announced the closure of parking at 98
state parks, including Folsom Lake State Recreation Area.
That announcement followed FLYC’s decisions to cancel the final two Spring
Series races, the 54th Camellia Cup Regatta and the Trans-Folsom Regatta,
because of the ongoing Covid-19 Pandemic.
At press, there are mixed predictions of how long the pandemic will require
self-isolation, varying from two weeks to three months. Some say things won’t
be back to normal until September.
There’s only one way to describe 2020. It’s the Sunken Season, one that has
sunken hopes, sunken spirits and that has, for an undetermined period, sunken
sailing on Folsom Lake.
While the 2020 season in underwater, it’s not yet completely out of sight. The
club hopes to refloat it starting in May with Beer Can Races on Wednesday
nights, Friday night Sunset Series races and the Lady and the Tramp Regatta on
May 9. That is, unless Folsom Lake SRA remains closed and social distancing stays
as currently ordered. Stay tuned at FLYC.org.
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Should an “All-Clear” be sounded, Lady and the Tramp would be FLYC’s first post-pandemic regatta.

COMMODORE’S COLUMN – KERRY JOHNSON

“Sail Safe” Has New Meaning
I’m sure I don’t have to tell you that these are strange and trying times. Although my job as Commodore is to
take care of club business, my foremost concern right now is everyone’s health and safety.
Please heed government guidelines and practice social distancing, wash often and, when out in public, be aware of
your surroundings and be prepared.
The FLYC board of directors had to make the difficult decision to cancel this year’s Camellia Cup and TransFolsom regattas. Unfortunately, the situation is still uncertain. As a result, we have suspended all club activities
until further notice. Keep monitoring the FLYC website and our Facebook page for updates.
Joyce and I have been going out to the lake several times a week for walks and it is nice and quiet. We usually walk
from Brown’s Ravine to Dyke 8 and back or from Hobie Cove to the mouth of the South Fork. Along the way I
like to stop and look for the marks, just to make sure they are still there.
The Marina website has a link to the State Parks COVID-19 Resource Center. It notes that 98 State Parks are
closed to vehicles but that visitors may walk and bike into the park, and that non-campground areas of parks,
including trails and beaches, remain open.
On the bright side, the lake level is finally above 412’. Perhaps slip renters will be allowed to put boats in their
slips, soon. We’re hopeful the pandemic subsides and that we’ll soon be able to go sailing on Folsom Lake, again.
Whatever the outcome, keep your distance because - you know - rule 14 (avoid contact).
Stay Safe my friends! - Kerry
Folsom Lake Yacht Club
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DUFFY’S ADVENTURES

# 2 – THE SAGA CONTINUES - 10/98
Duffy Langford's epic voyage to New Zealand continues this month with a
report from our intrepid skipper that he has successfully navigated the
American and Sacramento Rivers through the Delta to Vallejo.
His Banshee is presently moored beside the California Maritime Academy
training vessel while provisioning this month for his push across San
Francisco Bay to Pier 39.
Duffy reports that after portaging around Folsom and Nimbus dams, he
was nearly thrashed to death by fly fishermen along the American River
who mistook his Banshee for a mutant steelhead.
Our intrepid sailor was grateful for his planned stop at Old Sacramento on
the Labor Day weekend. However, as Duffy had not read a Sacramento
Bee since setting sail, he was unaware that the historic district had been
converted into a re-creation of the 1850s.
So, after docking beside the Delta King, he discovered that Old
Sacramento's typically tourist-trafficked streets were devoid of cars,
trucks or pavement and replaced with horses, carriages, dirt and
reenacters in period costume.
Delerious from the heat, Duffy was convinced he'd sailed through some
time warp back to the Gold Rush. Morose over his predicament, he wasted
the entire weekend hunched over a shot glass at the Fat City Saloon while
watching Pony Express reenacters race by.
He realized his error on Tuesday after Old Sac had returned to normal,
then set sail again down the Sacramento.
The sail to Vallejo was mainly uneventfully, except for a small ruckus
caused when his centerboard sliced a poachers' gill net in half, which led
to a right-of-way problem involving Duffy's Banshee, the poacher, two 75foot houseboats, a jet skier, a bass boat, a rice freighter on its way to
Stockton and a group of UOP co-eds in a runabout. Other than that, he's
right on schedule.
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# 3 – BAGDAD BY THE BAY BY BANSHEE - 11/98
A re-provisioned Duffy Langford set sail to Baghdad by the Bay from
Vallejo, on the third leg of his voyage to New Zealand, this past month.
Our intrepid bird-boater reports that he gained encouragement, while
tied up beside the Training Ship Golden Bear III at the mouth of the
Carquinez Strait, from the many car horns he heard blaring overhead
from the Carquinez Bridge.
Those of us on radio watch didn’t have the heart to tell Duffy that he
wasn’t hearing encouraging toots from passing Fleet One members, but
from traffic jams and road rage overhead.
As a beaming Duffy bobbed in his Banshee on brackish waters below the
bridge, encouraged by the honking motorists who he mistook as members
of Fleet One, Duffy caught an ebb tide, maneuvered his Banshee around
the Golden Bear III and sailed into San Pablo Bay.
Soon thereafter, he caught the lead edge of a Red and White Fleet ferry’s
wake and was able to surf his Banshee behind the ferry past the
Richmond Bridge, and into the middle of the start of the St. Francis Yacht
Club’s Big Boat Series.
Stacked with provisions and extra sails for the trip down under, Duffy’s
Banshee was mistaken for Dennis Conners’ entry and he was allowed to
start with the big boys.
Of course, he did Fleet One proud and was the first boat to the bar at Pier
39.
Unfortunately, the bar at Pier 39 wasn’t the finish line of the race.
Nevertheless, he is in good position to begin his next leg out the Golden
Gate to Monterey.

Touching a Mark – Rule 31 (The Racing Rules of Sailing for 2017-2020)
While racing, a boat shall not touch a starting mark before starting, a mark that begins, bounds or ends the leg of the
course on which she is sailing, or finishing a mark after finishing.
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TREASURER’S REPORT – SCOTT FREDERICKSON

From my February report, “Not much has happened
over the winter ...”
Well, now we know better.
What a personal disaster for all of us, for the club, for
the country, for all of humanity on planet Earth.
Ginny and I are isolated up here in the foothills,
traveling less than usual, but we probably have it
easier than most because much of our lifestyle has
not changed that much.
Phone calls and Facetime with family scattered
across the country have proven to me that everyone
is anxious but getting along as well as can be
expected. We have no serious medical drama taking
place, although jobs and bank accounts are at risk.
We all hope this massive dislocation will be over
soon, but the science tells us it is going to take a
while. Patience, Grasshoppers.
The Club has not been hurt badly, to this point.
Mark Werder bought the Camellia Cup t-shirts, but
we can use them next year. I think they will be extraspecial.
We have paid for insurance and boat storage, but
club yearly dues will cover most of that.
We have a healthy bank balance that will probably
not change much this year because there will be no
other large expenses.
On average, over the last 10 years, the club has
pretty much broken even, although 2020 will
definitely be a down year.
We can't know what will happen later in the year, but
I am confident that FLYC will survive low water and
COVID-19, and be ready to sail a full program in
2021.

P.O. BOX 156, FOLSOM, CA 95763
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• Third Place - Steve Anderes (not
present).

Even before the 2020 racing season first
regatta, the first event of the year was the
annual Banshee Class meeting and dinner
on January 25.
In the great tradition of Fleet One, the
evening was filled with good humor and
and good food, among good company.
Twenty bird-boaters got together to enjoy a
delicious and plentiful potluck dinner.
There was also lots of time to share stories
about the past year, catch up with and
make new friends, and plan for the new
year.

Wayne Cassingham, 1st Place, Banshee Lake Series

Good humor, good food and good company

2019 LAKE SERIES — First on the agenda
was a review of the 2019 Lake Series. The
Banshees participated in eight regattas and
an analysis of the regattas showed 17
skippers raced 42 times. That was a good
showing, but down from previous years.
Most agreed that with several new
Banshee skippers in 2020, expectations
were high for a much better participation.
Though that estimate was made before the
global pandemic resulted in the
cancellation of the CamCup and
Whiskeytown regattas.

Charles Witcher (r), 2nd Place, Banshee Lake Series

DEDICATED SUPPORT AWARD — In
keeping with this award’s Deed of Gift
which reads "This award shall be given to
the person each year that is involved in the
Banshee fleet and contributes a significant
amount of their time on behalf of all who
enjoy the regattas and camaraderie of the
Banshee group," the 2019 Banshee
Dedicated Support Award was presented to
Wayne Cassingham with a great deal of
applause.

Next, recognition was given to the top
sailors in the Lake Series:
• First Place - Wayne Cassingham;
• Second Place - Charles Witcher; and
Folsom Lake Yacht Club
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BANSHEE BUILDER OF RECORD — A
short discussion about the new Banshee
builder of record, Moore Sailboats
followed.
It was reported that Ron Moore is doing a
great job promoting the Banshee and
making sure all unique Banshee parts are
available.

Wayne Cassingham (r), Dedicated Support Honoree

2020 LAKE SERIES — The meeting then
turned to the future with an outline of the
2020 Banshee Lake Series.
After much discussion, members decided
to:
• Delete the Big Dinghy and Totally
Dinghy regattas in Richmond;
• Do not add the Eugene / Fern Ridge
Lake Memorial Day regatta to the
series;
• Do not add an Encinal Yacht Club
summer regatta, but do more research;
and
• Designate the last day of FLYC’s
Governor’s Cup series as the “Banshee
Governor’s Cup Regatta.”
Hence, the approved 2020 Banshee Lake
Series schedule:
1. Camellia Cup Regatta, (Cancelled)
2. Whiskeytown Memorial Day Regatta,
(Cancelled)
3. Lake Yosemite Spring Regatta, May 3031
4. Gold Country Regatta, June 6-7
5. High Sierra Regatta, July 11-12
6. FLYC Centerboard Regatta, July 18
7. Steele Cup Regatta, August 15
8. Banshee Governor’s Cup Regatta,
September 27
9. Turkey Shoot Regatta, November 7 (?)
Folsom Lake Yacht Club

He recently updated his website which now
has a specific Banshee section. Members
especially like Ron’s view of “our” boat,
“BANSHEE - TIMELESS DESIGN MEETS
UNMATCHED PERFORMANCE.”
To see the site and a list of available parts
and repair services, go to
https://www.mooresailboats.com/banshee
Ron will build new Banshees upon request,
but you will need to contact him directly
about details.
NEW BANSHEE CLASS WEBSITE
— The Banshee Class website is now 10
years old, showing its age and has an
increasing number of limitations.
Members applauded the news that Steve
Cassingham is now building a new state-ofthe-art site. His goal is to have it up and
running in the first quarter of 2020.
BANSHEE CLASS RULES — As always,
this item was on the agenda, but there
were no motions or even a discussion
about proposed rule changes.
One thing never changes about Banshee
sailing. As Keith Steele said, “Be Safe,
Have Fun, Win the Race and most of all …
don’t be afraid.

BANSHEES - Fun Boats, Fun
People, Fun Times
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